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Oswald eyed move 
before killing JFK 


Washington Star Service 

WASHINGTON — Lee Harvey 
Oswald wrote that he was plan- 
ning to move to the Washington- 
Baltimore area a month before he 
assassinated President John F. 
Kennedy in Dallas in the fall of 
1963, according to newly released 
FBI files. 

This disclosure appeared in a 
letter he wrote the Worker maga- 
zine in New York from New Or- 
leans in September 1963. He wrote 
that he wanted to know how to con- 
tact the Communist Party in this 
area “as I plan to relocate there in 
October/' The only reply Oswald 
got was very guarded and indicat- 
ed he should plan to operate not 
underground but in the back- 
ground. 

Instead Oswald went to Dallas, 
and it was there on Nov. 22, 1963, 
that he shot Kennedy from the 
window of the building in which he 
worked. Two days later, Oswald 
was dead at the hands of a night- 
club operator named Jack Ruby. 

The Oswald correspondence was 
only one page of the 40,001 docu- 
ments released this week under a 
Freedom of Information Act re- 
quest. But it illustrates the dilem- 
ma created by release of the raw 
FBI files. 

All manner of information from 
the wildest “nut” calls to the seri- 
ous communications between 
officials at every step of the inves- 
tigation of the Kennedy and Os- 
wald murders are now available, 
but there is no ready way for the 
press or public to separate the 
wheat from the chaff. 

Nowhere in the raw FBI files 
can a reader methodically find 
out, for example, why Oswald did- 
n’t come to the Washington-Balti- 
more area or what his intentions 
were if he did. In that sense, the 
release of nearly half a ton of unin- 
dexed. inconclusive documents 
raises more questions than it an- 
swers. 


There are scores, even hun- 
dreds, of such mysteries, even if 
one culls out the “nut calls” from 
people who contacted the FBI with 
everything from their dreams and 
fantasies to conversations they 
overheard which seemed suspi- 
cioustothem. 

The FBI dispatched agents to 
track down every report, no mat- 
ter how addled, drunk or just mis- 
taken the listeners were. 

One of the stories related in the 
FBI files, and written with the 
standard humorless style used by 
the agents, was that of a woman 
from Hominy, Okla. She succeed- 
ed in getting nine letters written 
by the FBI to the Warren Commis- 
sion after charging that the FBI 
knew all about Oswald’s purchase 
of a rifle and his trip to Mexico be- 
fore the assassination. She also 
got the late FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover's dander up because he 
wrote that she was conducting a 
“scurrilous campaign of vilifica- 
tion.” 

Another woman from New York 
got considerable attention from 
Hoover when she claimed that an 
FBI agent who was 10 feet tall and 
very well built was responsible for 
the whole thing. Hoover admon- 
ished her for making unsupported 
statements about the FBI and its 
personnel. 

The documents show that the bu- 
reau left few stones unturned in its 
investigation of Oswald and his 
murderer, Ruby. But the raw files 
also make it obvious that Hoover 

from the outset was determined to 
share the investigation with no 
one. 

He and his aides feuded with the 
Central Intelligence Agency, the 
Dallas police and even the State 
Department, and they resisted the 
formation of a presidential com- 
mission. And when the Warren 
Commission was ordered into 
being by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, Hoover made very sure 
he knew everything the panel was 
doing as well as controlling most 
of the evidence it was given. 

As the investigation progressed, 
the FBI turned up many bizarre 
and startling leads. Here are some 
of the more noteworthy : 
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■ Agents learned of an Army cap- 
tain from Fort Benning, Ga., who 
was contacted by a North Holly- 
wood, Calif., dentist, ostensibly a 
member of the ultra-conservative 
National States Rights Party. The 
dentist told the captain in early 
1963 that the organization needed 
a group of young men “to get rid of 
Kennedy, the Cabinet and all 
members of Americans for Demo- 
cratic Action and maybe 10,000 
other people.” The captain backed 
away from what he regarded as a 
crackpot idea, but said he had the 
definite impression the dentist 
was propositioning him on this 
matter. 

■ Priscilld Johnson McMillan, 
who recently wrote a best-selling 
book about Oswald’s widow, Mari- 
na, was actually considered a sus- 
pect in the Kennedy case, accord- 
ing to a Telex message from the 
Washington field office to the New 
York FBI office just five days 
after Kennedy's death. The mes- 
sage refers to Miss Johnson as a 
suspect in the case and tells of two 
FBI interviews with her on Nov. 23 
and 24, 1963. 

■ Adam Yarmolinsky, then a 
powerful Defense Department 
employee and widely known 
academic, called the FBI — where 
he was not popular — to inform the 
bureau that Oswald’s activities re- 
minded him of another individual, 
a former GI named Nicholas Pe- 
trulli. Petrulli had renounced his 
U.S. citizenship in Moscow, just as 
Oswald had done in 1959, and then 
returned to the United States. An 
FBI official told another in re- 
counting the story, “The director 
asked if it is accepted practice by 
the State Department to allow 
individuals who have renounced 
their citizenship to return to the 
United States.” 

■ W. O. Stinson, administrative 
assistant to wounded Texas Gov. 
John B. Connally, passed on to the 
FBI second-hand information 
about an overheard plot to kill 
Kennedy that was set afoot three 
weeks before the assassination by 
three unnamed oilmen. As Stinson 
told the story to the FBI office in 
Dallas after Kennedy was dead, 
the three oilmen had put up a 
great deal of money to have 
Kennedy killed. It was not possible 
to discover in the FBI documents 
the outcome of this startling tale. 

■ FBI officials M. A. Jones and 
Cartha D. DeLoach worked up a 
statement in Hoover's name in 
early 1964 rebutting what was call- 
ed the false statement that Oswald 
was a confidential agent of, the 
FBI. They prepared a press re- 
lease that said Oswald had never 
been employed in any capacity by 
the FBI, had never received any 
payments from the FBI and was 
not a confidential inform on* 
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